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SEPARATION, Sc. 


55 J. is a very juſt Obſervation of an eminent Au- 


thor, That the Reaſon, why Men afford Credit 
to ſo many Cheats in Phyſick, and even put their 
Lives in their Hands, appears to be no other but 
this; That there are ſuch Things in the World as 
true and real Medicines, approved by the Knowledge 
and Experience of the wiſeſt Phyſicians. For were 
there really no ſuch Things, and were all Diſtempers 
indeed incurable, no Perſon would be ſo extravagant, 
as to think himſelf Maſter of theſe Remedies, much 
2 would ſo many others be deluded by his Preten- 
_ 7 
In the ſame Manner, and with the like Evidence, 
he concludes, That there could never have been ſo 
many pretended Miracles and Revelations in the 
World, but on Account of others which were real, nor 
ſo many falſe Religions, but with Regard to one which 
is true. And therefore, inſtead of arguing from the 
Number of falſe Religions in the World, againſt the 
2 8 FE, TRUE 
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„ 
TRUE RELIGION, we ought, on the contrary, to 
infer it from theſe, and to aſſure ourſelves, that For- 
ery and Fal ſehood are the Shadows which have ever 
followed TRUTH and REALITY. : 

Wee might inquire then, How comes it to paſs, that 

ſuch Multitudes are impoſed upon by CHEATS in 
RELIGION, where it is of the utmoſt Importance not 
to be deceived? And it is impoſſible to account for 
this without the Aſſiſtance of Revelation 5 which 
plainly declares, That our Apoſtaſy from GOD, 
was entirely owing to our Firſt-Parents giving Ear to 
the grand Impoſtor SA TAN. And ever lince, that 

_ deſperate implacable Foe to God and Men hath had 
no ſmall Share in all the Deluſions, falſe. Religions, 

and lying Miracles, whereby Men have been in all 
Ages, and {till are in this Age, de :eived and cheated 

to their own Deſtruction. Nevertheleſs the Founda- 
tion of God ſtandeth ſure, having this Seal, The Lord 
knoweth thefn that are his: And let every one that 
nameth the NAME of CHRIST depart from Iniquity. 
All Sects of Men, profeſſing Chriſtianity in this 

Nation, if they are not juggling with God and Men, 
muſt believe their own Religion to be the beſt. Now 
it is molt evident, both from the Writings and Diſ- 

_ courſes of each Party, that the one Se denies what 

the other aſſerts to be true. It is-as clear then as 
Sun-ſhine, that all of them cannot be right. And, 
if we believe the Scriptures to be the Word of God, 
who cannot lie, and of as great Authority, as if we 
were hearing God ſpeaking theſe Words, by an au- 

_ dible Voice from Heaven; we muſt likewiſe ſee, that 
there is but one Religion pleaſing to God. This Re- 
ligion is revealed in the moſt plain and ſimple Words, 
ſuited to the Capacities and Underſtandings of the 
Vulgar, as well as the Learned, yet in ſuch Words 
as are full of Beauty, Force, and Majeſty, worthy of 
God to reveal, and worthy of all Acceptation of all 

Sorts of Men, High and Low, Rich and Poor, Learned 


and 
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LE - 
and Unlearned, Young and Old, in all States and Cir- 
cumſtances of Life. And I perſuade myſelf, that 


the great Reaſon why Men reject Revelation, is, be- | 


caule it comes from God; for there is no human 

Compoſure can compare with it, even for Stile, and 
Inſtruction in the Hiſtory of the World. 

The moſt ignorant among Mankind know what it 

is to give Credit to one another: Yea, do not each 


of us take innumerable Things upon Truſt? Thus 


I bclieve there was ſuch a Man as Julius Czfar, and 
that he is the Author of the Book called Czſar's Com- 
mentaries; that he was murdered in the Senate, &c. 
though theſe Facts happened more than Seventeen 
hundred Years before I was born. I believe there are 
{uch Cities in the World as Rome, Conſtantinople, &c. 
though I never was there, nor perhaps ever ſhall. 

The Scriptures demand our Credit to Facts; they 
aſſare us, Thar all Mankind are born in Sin, under 


the Power of Satan; That we are Enemies to God; 


That our Hearts are deceitful above all Things, and 
deſperately wicked; That our beſt Works, aud moſt 
| ſplendid Appearances, in our natural State, are diſ- 
„ 2 to God; That we are more vile and a- 
-bominable in the Sight of God, than a dead rotten 


Carcaſe can be in our Sight; That theſe Things, 


which procure us the high Eſteem of the World are 
an Abomination in the Sight of God. All this doth 
the Word of the God of TRUTH poſitively aſſert con- 
cerning our Condition, and commands our Belief of 
it, upon Pain of eternal Damnation. And it is moſt 
certain, the more we examine into our own Hearts, 
and the more we obſerve Mankind, the more glaring 


Proofs we ſhall have of the TRUTH of the WORD 


of God in this Deſcription of human Nature. 


Now this being our miſerable Condition, doth it 


diſcover Wiſdom or Prudence to be indifferent, eaſy 
and unconcerned about it? Would it not be much 
more excuſable in a Criminal, who had been — 
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CS 3. 1 
ced to be broke on the Wheel for ſome notorious 
Crime, and who had but an Hour to live, with a. 

Promiſe of Pardon, if he ſhould follow ſome eaſy Me- 
thods for obtaining it, if the foreſaid Criminal ſhould, 
after all, negle& and deſpiſe the Methods propoſed 
to him for getting his Sentence reverſed, and ſpend 
that Time allowed him, in drinking, gaming, or ſome 
trifling Diverſion ? Every thinking Man would, with- 
out Heſitation, pronounce him a Fool or Mad-man. 
Yet I aſſert, if the Criminal had nothing to fear but 
a cruel Death, his Conduct would be far more excu- 
ſable, than the Behaviour of the Bulk of Mankind, 
whoſe whole Employment is juſt an uninterrupted 
Courſe of Buſineſs and Diverſion, to keep them from 
looking in to themſelves. Hence it is, we project ſo 
many Schemes, when we have nothing at — to 
divert us; becauſe the Mind muſt be employed about 
ſomething; and we would rather endure any Hard- 
ſhip, or be employed in the moſt trifling, fooliſh, yea 
pernicious Amuſement, than take a ſerious View of 
our own Caſe, which is a Sight we cannot bear. 
But the deſperate Madneſs of ſuch a Courſe cannot 
poſſibly be painted to the Life. Every Man muſt be 
convinced, at firſt View, that there are but three poſ- 
& Hble States in which he himſelf can be after this Life 
is at an End; either a State of eternal Happineſs, or 
a State of eternal Torment, or a State of eternal No- 
thing. The Scripture is plain, that there are on! 
the two firſt, Now, betwixt us and one of oh 
States, nothing intervenes but the frail Thread of 
Life, the Preſervation of which to any one who hath 
but a tolerable Knowledge of the Anatomy of a hu- 
man Body, muſt appear to be a continued Miracle, or, 
to ſpeak more properly, the Effe K of a DIVINE 
Power and Wiſdom. 

Is it not then evident, that a careleſs Indifference 
about the State we are to be in for ever, is beyond the 
Power of Words to expreſs in its odious and heinouſly 
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aggravated Light? The Word of GOD, indeed, ac- 
counts for this Conduct in a very eaſy Manner; If 
our Goſpel be hid, it is hid to them that are loſt: In 
whom the God of this World hath blinded the Minds 
of them that believe not ; left the Light of the glo- 
rious Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the Image of GOD, 
ſhould ſhine unto them. 8 
It is the Devil's great Buſineſs, to divert our 
Minds from a View of ourſelves; to make us eaſy 
and quiet in the Commiſſion of Sin; to make us ima- 
gine, that ill as we are, there is ſtill ſome Good about 
us; to make us compare ourſelves with the World a- 
bout us. Thus Men reaſon in their Hearts, If theſe 
Men who pretend to be religious are as bad as our- 
ſelves, what have we to fear? It is true, we take 
our Bottle perhaps a little too freely; fo do they : we 
cannot bear an Injury without thewing our Reſent- 
ment; as little can they. We own we love Money, 
and would willingly be in better Circumſtances; but 


where is the Harm of all this? Do not we obſerve the 


ſame Things in good and godly Men? Do not our 
Teachers graſp at Riches as much as we, tho' ſome · 


times they let a Fling at the immoderate Love of 


them? - We cannot deny but ſome Part of our 
Life has not been altogether lar with reſpeᷓ to 
Women; but let us ſee which of our Neighbours can 
caſt the firſt Stone at us, as innocent in Thought, 
Word or Deed. We do Harm to no Body, and at- 
tend Ordinances; and it will fare ill with many more, 
if we miſs Heaven. | Bu FEES. 
Thus Men reaſon themſelves into Hell and DAM- 
NATION; and theſe are the Methods by which Men 
quiet their Conſciences in the committing Drunken 
neſs, Revenge, Covetouſneſs, Pride, and Unclean- 
neſs; and thus they excuſe the Omiſſion of the con- 
trary Duties. ! 8 
And until God, by his holy Spirit, awaken Men to 
a Senſe of their Danger, and let them ſee theſe Sins, 
as done in Contempt of his Authority, and out #i i 
3 ben 


3 3 
real Hatred and Enmity at him, Men may preach as 
much, and as fervently, as they pleaſe; the World 
will be the World ſtill. And it is a certain Truth, 
That the Lives of the Clergy in Scotland, as well as 
other Places, have done a great Deal more Miſchief 
than ever their Sermons did Good. | 

Where then is the Cure for all theſe Evils? The 


Word of God propoſes but one: The Belief of a Fact. 


Strange Doctrine may one object! I own it is won- 
derful; but it is the beſt News ever an awakened 
Sinner heard. People are very curious to hear News 
in which they have no Manner of Concern. Here are 
News wherein every Individual of Mankind is con- 
cerned; for, upon the Belief, or Disbelief of this Fact, 
depends our eternal Happineſs, or eternal Damnation, 
Neither need we ſay, Who ſhall go to Heaven, or de- 
ſcend to the Deep, to bring us this good News? For, 
Whoever thou art that readeſt theſe Lines, The Word 
is nigh thee, in thy Mouth, and in thy Heart, even the 
Word of Faith, which the Apoſtles preached, THAT 
IF THOU SHALT CONFESS WITH THY 
MOUTH THE LORD JESUS, AND SHALT BE- 
LIEVE IN THINE HEART, THAT GOD 
HATH RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD, THOU 
 SHALT BE SAVED. © | . 
There has been in all Ages of Chriſtianity a great 
Work made about FAITH, what it is, and what are 
the Acts of it. And many trifling Teachers have gi - 
ven many intricate and perplexing Marks of ſaving 
Faith: But here is God's own Account of it; = 
whether ſhall T hearken to Men deſcribing Faith in a 
confuſed Multiplicity of Words, or to God deſcribing 
it in the moſt plain and eaſy Manner? Iam de | 
would Men expect leſs Benefit from Mens Sermons, 
who, it is much to be feared, know little of the Power 
of Godlineſs; and would Men employ more of their 
Time in a careful Peruſal of the WORD of GOD, it 
would inſtru& them much ſooner, and far better, in the 
Knowledge of CHRISTIANITY : For I dare be poſi- 
EE 1 tive, 
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tive, where they hear one ſcriptural Diſcourſe, they 
hear a great many which have no Foundation there. 
This Truth of Chriſt's Death and Reſurrection in 
the Room of guilty SxNERS, is everywhere inſiſted 
on in the Sermons of the Apoſtles of the Lord and 
Saviour; and no wonder, for this is indeed the Gos- 
PEL, or the good News, 6 + 

This Truth is exhibited to us in a great and moſt 


beautiful Variety of Lights to ſtrike Men's Minds on 


all ſides, but till it is the fame Truth. Though 
ſometimes we have the Whole of Chriſtianity expreſ- 
ſed in one Verſe, as in the above cited Paſſage, Rom. 
x. 9. The Belief of this Fact is called ſometimes 


receiving the Teſtimony or Witneſs of God, receiv- 


ing Chriſt, hearing him, looking to him; and many 
other ſuch like Deſcriptions are given of ſaving 
Faith, but ſtill it comes to the ſame Thing, and pro- 
duces conſtantly the ſame Effects. Tbs | 

Now wherever the Spirit of God works this ſav- 


ing Faith, (for all the moral SUASION and Reaſoning 


in the World cannot do it,) immediately the Con- 
| ſcience finds an Anſwer to all theſe arts 

ſtions, wherewith perhaps the Perſon was almoſt di- 
ſtrated ; ſuch as, What muſt I do to be ſaved? The 
_ Goſpel anſwers, Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt and 
thou ſhalt be ſaved. But ſays the Man, I have been 


a Fornicator, an Adulterer; another ſays, I have 


been an Abuſer of myſelf with Mankind; ſays a 
third, I have been a Thief; and others object, that 


they have been Drunkards, covetous, Revilers, Back- 


biters, diſobedient to Parents, Gameſters, and fo on. 
I purpoſely divide theſe Perſons into Claſſes, be» 
cauſe it is but rarely perhaps thoſe Crimes are to be 
met with in one Perſon; however, every Man's Con- 
ſcience will one Day convict him, how many, or 
how few of theſe Sins he has been guilty of. Well, 
fays the awakened Conſcience, can I expect Mercy 


who have repeated theſe Sins over the Belly of Light, 
B Con- 


exing Que- 


1 
Convictions, Warnings, Deliverances from immi- 
nent Dangers, and ſomething like Illuminations of 
the Spirit of Gd 5 
The Word of God ſpeaks perſonally to every 
Man and Woman, as if it named them by their 
Name and Sirname, therefore let no Man {ſhift the 
Conviction. 8 5 
But behold the Hope and Encouragement to the 
chief of Sinners, in what the Apoſtle ſays to the Cor- 
rinthian Church! Such were ſome of you, but ye are 
waſhed, but ye are ſanctified, but ye are juſtified in 
the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of 
our God, 1 Cor. vi. 11. | | 3 
No Man will have this Excuſe in the Day of the 
Lord's ſecond Coming (which is nearer at hand than 
moſt Men are aware of) that his Sins were of ſo hai- 
nous a Nature, that there was nothing like them in 
oe Bible; for it were eaſy to ſhew any any Perſon all 
the Wickedneſs he hath been guilty of, in the Scrip- 
tures, either under general Deſignations, or particu- 
lar Epithets; for which purpoſe ſee the Caſe of theſe 
mentioned, Eph. iv. 17, 18, 19. v. 11, 12, 13. alſo, 
Rom. i. 26. to the end. Mark vii. 20,—23. 1 Cor. 
vi. 9, 10. Gal. v. 19,—21. 2 Tim. iii. 1,5. and 
many other Places of Scripture. Yea, I am fully 
perſuaded, that at the Day of Judgment, it will in- 
creaſe the Shame, Remorſe, and Torment of ungod- 
ly Sinners prodigiouſly, to ſee theſe on the right 
Hand of the Judge, who were guilty of the very 
{ame Sins, for which they are condemned to everlaſt- 
ing Flames, and the never dying Worm. So true is 
that Word of God, He hath Mercy on whom he will, 
and whom he will he hardeneth. And let Men object a- 
gainſt this Doctrine until they are weary, they will ne- 
ver mend the Matter by replying againſt God. I never 
yet heard a ſtronger Objection than what the Apoſtle 
raiſes and repels, Rom. ix. 18,—24. A 
e „CV! But 


1 be 
But after all that has been ſaid, it will no doubt be 

aſked by ſome, What is the Meaning of all this 

canting Stuff and enthuſiaſtick Nonſenſe? Have we 

not heard the ſame Threatnings over and over again, 

and yet no Man of Senſe is moved by them? To 

theſe I ſhall only ſay at this Time, Were it not for 
| ſuch as they, Chriſtianity would want one of the 

Demonſtrations of its Truth; for theſe Scoffers are 

8 deſcribed as coming in the laſt Days, with 

their Cavillings and the proper Anſwers to them, 
2 Pet. ili. 3,—7. So that theſe Gentlemen are fulfil- 

ling theſe very Scriptures, which they pretend open- 

ly to deſpiſe, but ſecretly fear to be true. 

To return to our Subject, We read but of one Sin 

under the Goſpel that is unpardonable, and that is 

the Sin againſt the holy Spirit. It is moſt evident to 

any one that carefully reads the new Teſtament, that 

every Thing which is good, holy, or praiſe-worthy _ \ 

in any Man, is expreſly aſſigned to the holy Spirit, as 

the immediate efficient Cauſe and Operator of it. Yet, 

as a learned Author juſtly takes notice, There is 

an open and horrible Oppoſition made unto the 

Spirit of God, and his Work in the World. There 

« 1s no Concernment of his, that is not by many 

« derided, exploded and blaſphemed. The very 5 

Name of the Spirit is grown to be a Reproach, nor | 

« do ſome think, they can more deſpitefully expole . 2 

any to Scorn, than by aſcribing to them a Concern 

„ in the Spirit of God. This indeed is a Thing 
_ © which I have often wondred at, and do continue 
{till ſo to do. But ſuch was his Entertainment in 
the World upon his firſt Effuſion, Ads ii. 13% 
Thus far my Author of the laſt Century. I maß 
add the Caſe is nat altered for the better at this Day, © GE 
and it may be conſidered, what Occaſion theſe co- 

vered Deiſts, the Quakers, have given to this pro- 

fane Mocke x. 7 N 
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Convictions, Warnings, Deliverances from immi- 
nent Dangers, and ſomething like Illuminations: of 
the Spirit of God? 0 g 

The Word of God ſpeaks perſonally to every 
Man and Woman, as if it named them by their 
Name and Sirname, therefore let no Man ſhift the 

Conviction. : | 
But behold the Hope and Encouragement to the 
chief of Sinners, in what the Apoſtle ſays to the Cor- 
rinthian Church! Such were ſome of you, but ye are 
- waſhed, but ye are ſanctified, but ye are juſtified in 
the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of 

our God, 1 Cor. vi. 11. | 
No Man will have this Excule in the Day of the 
Lord's ſecond Coming (which is nearer at hand than 
moſt Men are aware of) that his Sins were of fo hai- 
nous a Nature, that there was nothing like them in 
i qe Bible; for it were eaſy to ſhew any any Perſon all 
the Wickedneſs he hath been guilty of, in the Scrip- 
tures, either under general Deſignations, or particu- 
lar Epithets; for which purpoſe ſee the Caſe of theſe 
mentioned, Eph. iv. 17, 18, 19. v. 11, 12, 13. alſo, 
Rom. i. 26. to the end. Mark vii. 20,—23. 1 Cor. 
vi. 9, 10. Gal. v. 19,—21. 2 Tim. iii. 1,-5. and 
many other Places of Scripture. Yea, I am fully 
perſuaded, that at the Day of Judgment, it will in- 
creaſe the Shame, Remorſe, and Torment of ungod- 
ly Sinners prodigiouſly, to ſee theſe on the right 
Hand of the Judge, who were guilty of the very 
fame Sins, for which they are condemned to everlaſt- 
ing Flames, and the never dying Worm. So true is 
that Word of God, He hath Mercy on whom he will, 
and whom he will he hardeneth. And let Men object a- 
gainſt this Doctrine until they are weary, they will ne- 
ver mend the Matter by reply ing againſt God. I never 


yet heard a ſtronger Objection than what the Apoſtle 


| raiſes and repels, Rom. ix. 18,—24. 
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But after all that has been ſaid, it will no doubt be 
aſked by ſome, What is the Meaning of all this 
canting Stuff and enthuſiaſtick Nonſenſe? Have we 
not heard the ſame Threatnings over and over again, 
and yet no Man of Senſe is moved by them? To 
theſe I ſhall only ſay at this Time, Were it not for 
| ſuch as they, Chriſtianity would want one of the 
Demonſtrations of its Truth; for theſe Scoffers are 
8 deſcribed as coming in the laſt Days, with 
their Cavillings and the proper Anſwers to them, 
2 Pet. iii. 3,—7. So that theſe Gentlemen are fulfl- 
ling theſe very Scriptures, which they pretend open- 
ly to deſpiſe, but ſecretly fear to be true. 1 
To return to our Subject, We read but of one Sin 
under the Goſpel that is unpardonable, and that is 
the Sin againſt the holy Spirit. It is moſt evident to 
any one that carefully reads the new Teſtament, that 
every Thing which is good, holy, or praiſe-worthy _ « | 
in any Man, is expreſly aſſigned to the holy Spirit, as — 
the immediate efficient Cauſe and Operator of it. Yet, 
as a learned Author juſtly takes notice, There is 
an open and horrible Oppoſition made unto the 
„Spirit of God, and his Work in the World. There 
« js no Concernment of his, that is not by many 
« derided, exploded and blaſphemed. The very 
Name of the Spirit is grown to be a Reproach, nor 
& do ſome think, they can more deſpitefully expole . 
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„ any to Scorn, than by aſcribing to them a Concery "2 
„in the Spirit of God. This indeed is a Thing 8 
* which I have often wondred at, and do continue 
« ſtill ſo to do. But ſuch was his Entertainment in 
the World upon his firſt Effuſion, Acts ii. 13,” - . _ 


Thus far my Author of the laſt Century. I may. 


add the Caſe is nat altered for the better at this Day, 
and it may be conſidered, what Occaſion theſe 'co- 
vered Deiſts, the Quakers, have given to this pro- 
fane Mockery, | ONES. 
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„ 
Whatever great Guilt and Oppoſition to the Spirit 
of all Grace be in this, it doth not appear to be the 
unpardonable Sin: But this Sin is plainly deſcribed, 
Heb. vi. 4,—38. 2 Pet. ii. 20 to the end. 1 John iii. 
12. v. 16. Luke xi. 24, 25, 26. and many other 
Places. „ „ | Y 
From all which it appears, that Apoſtates from the 
holy Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, have great Reaſon to 
examine themſelves upon this Point, eſpecially if 
their Apoſtacy be joined with malicious Perſecution 
df theſe who were once their Brethren. Let all Pro- 
ſeſſors then take heed. | | WR 
Now wherever the Faith of Chriſt is wrought in a 
Soul, it muſt diſcover itſelf by Charity or Love, 
which is the fame Word in the Greek Language. 
And I cannot conceive, how Men can ſatisfy them- 
ſelves that they are believing the Goſpel upon Scrip- 
ture grounds, if they are not evidencing their Faith 
by their Works, eſpecially the Works of brotherly 
Love. Nor can I well fee, how brotherly Love can 
be exerciſed, where there is not a Brotherhood. 
This Charity or brotherly Love is ſpoken of 
throughout the whole new Teſtament, and is parti 
cularly deſcribed and diſtinguiſhed from all falſe Pre- 
| tenſions to it, 1 Cor. xiii. chap. and throughout the 
whole firlt Epiſtle of John, the Deſign of which E- 
iſtle the Author thereof declares, chap. v. 13. Theſe 
hings have T written unto you that believe on the 
Name of the Son of God; that ye may know that 


ye have eternal Life, and that ye may believe on the 


ame of the Son of God. 


As my Deſign of writing is to recommend the 
Study of the holy Scriptures, that Men may ſee how 
they have been corrupted by perverſe Interpretations, 
I think it belt that they read theſe Paſſages them- 
ſelves. Men have not this Excuſe now, that the Eu- 
nuch had, for not underſtanding the Bible. Acts viii. 


30, 31. When Philip heard him reading the Prophet 


Eſaias, 


AS 

Efaias, and ſaid, Underſtandeſt thou what thou readeſt? 
The Eunuch anſwered, How can I, except ſome Man 
ſhould guide me? For we mult advert, That the New 
Teſtament was not then written. Now it is agreed. 
that the New Teſtament is the only ſure Guide to ex- 
plain, and open up the Old. And this I take to be 
the Meaning of our Lord's Words, Matth. xiii. 51, 
52. Jeſus faith to his Diſciples after he had been in- 
ſtructing them in the Nature of his Kingdom, Have 
ye underſtood all theſe Things? They ſay unto him, 
Yea, Lord. Then ſaid he unto them, Therefore every 
Scribe which is inſtructed unto the Kingdom of Heas 
ven, is like unto a Man that is an Houſholder, who 

5 out of his Treaſure Things new and 
old. 7 KH 
F Accordingly, we find Peter who was one of the 
Scribes inſtructed unto the Kingdom of Heaven, ſo 
ſoon as the Spirit was poured out on the Day of Pen- 
tecoſt, beginning his Sermon with an Explication of 
the Old Teſtament Prophecies, and applying them 
to JESUS CHRIST. And this Method was followed 

by the Apoſtle Paul, and all the reſt of the Apoſtles. 
And now that the whole of the Apoſtolick Doctrine 
is committed to Writing, all Interpretations of the 
Old Teſtament which do not agree with the New, 
muſt be rejected as private Interpretations, though all 
the Clergymen on Earth ſhould cancur in impoſing 
them upon us: For, as the ſame Apoſtle Peter ſays, 
2 Pet. i. 20, 21. No Prophecy of the Scripture is of 
any private Interpretation, for the Prophecy came not 
in old Time by the Will of Man, but holy Men of 
GOD ſpake, moved by the holy Ghoſt. _ 

By the bye, We may hence ſee, what Foundation 
theſe People go upon, who apply the Old Teſtament 
Prophecies to the Nation of Scotland, and tell us that 
this Land is married to the Lord; that this Nation 
comes now in the Room of the Nation of Iſrael. 
| Who told them all this? I am ſure there is ws 
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like-it in all the New Teſtament, and if it were true, 
it would never have been omitted there. But it is 
falſe and groundleſs, What Right, pray, hasScotland 
as a Nation to this high Pretenſion more than Eng- 
land, France, or Holland? I believe the Lord hath 
his own People in all theſe Nations, and we are aſſu- 
red, That the Redcemed to God by the Blood of the 
Lamb, are choſen out of every Kindred, and Tongue, 
and People, and Nation, Rev. v. 9. But a Nation of 
this World in Covenant with God under the New 


+ Teſtament, is a Contradiction td the whole Scope of 


it; and is plainly contrary to the Apoſtle's whole 
Reaſoning, Heb. viii. chap. | 
The People of God are always repreſented under 
the New Teſtament, as a People hated by the World. 
Now can a Nation of this World hate itſelf? 
What monſtrous Abſurdities and Inconſiſtencies 
do Men fall into, by departing from the plain and 
eaſy Scripture Rule! This leads me now to ſpeak 
ſome Things concerning the National Church of 
Scotland. e ph: 
A Church that pretends to give out Laws in the 


Name of Chriſt, whoſe Clergy pray for themſelves 


as Zion, Jeruſalem, the Church of Chriſt, and many 
ſuch Titles as are only applicable to the true Church, 
would need to have very clear Vouchers for all this. 
Now where would any Man reaſonably expect 
theſe Vouchers to be found, but in the New Teſta- 
ment, where we have every Thing relating to the 
Model, Doctrine, Worſhip, and Government of the 
Churches of Chriſt ? 

Let us try a little then how well theſe Pretenſions 
are founded in the New Teſtament. . 

The firſt Church we read of there is Acts ii. chap. 
where we find three thouſand Souls converted to the 
Faith of Jeſus Chriſt by Peter's Sermon, wherein he 
had born home a Conviction. upon them, That this 
| ſame JESUS whom they had taken by wicked Hands, 

| | cruci- 


a” "of 


I» 


. 
crucified and ſlain, was raiſed by God from the dead, 
and made both LORD and CHRIST. | 
Theſe then were Believers in Chriſt, who had 


been pricked to the Heart, and made to cry out, 


What ſhall we do? Peter, you ſee, immediately ex- 
horts them to Separation 95 the reſt of the Jewiſh 
Nation; . ſaying, Save yourſelves from this untoward 
Generation. An Exhortation abſolutely neceſſary in 
all Ages of Chriſtianity till the ſecond Coming of 
Chril. They hereupon were baptized, and continu- 
ed ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles Doctrine, and in Fellow- 
ſhip, and in breaking of Bread, and in Prayer. 
Here then was a Church of Jeſus Chriſt, ſeparated 
from the reſt of their Country-men, obſerving all 


Things whatſoever Chriſt and his Apoſtles com- 
manded. 1 


Here is a noble pattern for all Churches in after 


Ages: viz. The Church in Jeruſalem brought into 
Church Order by the twelve Apoſtles of the Lamb; 
and there can be no Church of Jeſus Chriſt, but what 
is built on the ſame Foundation. . 

Me read afterwards, that the Number of them 


that heard the Word and believed was about five 


Thouſand, Acts iv. 4. In the fame chap. ver. 31. 
we find them all aſſembling together in one Place 


for Prayer. Again, we find them all with one Accord 
in Solomon's Porch, chap. v. 12. 


Is it not then a moſt barefaced Piece of Impu- 
dence in any pretended Miniſter of the Goſpel, to 
aſſert before a publick Auditory, That it was impoſ- 
ſible for ſuch Numbers to aſſemble together in one 
Place; after the inſpired Hiſtorian aſſures us, they 
did? But, this is but one Inſtance of many, where 
the Clergy have contradicted the Apoſtles. 

We read in the vith chap, That the Apoſtles cal- 
led this Church together, which is there called the 


| Multitude of the Diſciples, and faid unto them, 


Brethren, Look ye out among you ſeven Men of 7 | 
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neſt Report, full of the holy Ghoſt and Wiſdom.— And 


the Saying pleaſed the whole Multitude, and they 
choſe, &c. This is then the firſt Election of Dca- 
eons. Let any Man that will allow himſelf to think, 
compare this with the preſent Method of electing 
Members of Kirk-ſefſions, and the Characters of the 
Perſons ſo elected, arid if he can obſerve no Diffe- 
rence, I ſhall ſay no more about it. 

Next we find a great Perſecution, chap. viii. raiſed 
againſt this Church, which ferved in the holy and 
wiſe Providence of God, to the ſpreading of the Go- 
ſpel through Judea and Samaria; and as we read 


_ chap. xi. 19. as far as Phenice, Cyprus, and Antioch; 


at which laſt Place, the Hand of the Lord was with 
them, and a great Number believed, and were turn- 
ed to the Lord. The Church at Jeruſalem hearing 
this good News, fent forth Barnabas that he ſhonjd 


go as far as Antioch, who when he came, and had 


ſeen the Grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them 
all, that with Purpoſe of Heart they would cleave 
unto the Lord. For he was a good Man, and full of 
the HoLy GHosT and of Faith, and much People was 


added to the Lord. Next we find him bringing 
Saul (afterwards called Paul) to Antioch, and fo we 


find theſe two aſſembling themſelves a whole Year in 
the Church, and teaching much People. It was here 


then the famous Name CHRISTIAN began. The 


Diſciples were called CHRISTIANS firſt at Antioch, 
Men in whom Barnabas could ſee the Grace of God, 


ſuch as believed and were turned to the Lord. This 
was the firſt Gentile Church gathered out of the Na- 
tions; for the fame Word fignifies Gentiles, or Na- 
tions, and is tranflated indifferent. 


The famous Church in the City of Ephefus con- 


f ilted at firſt only of twelve Members, as is evident 


Acts xix. 7. When they increaſed in Number, we 
have their Character, Eph. i. 1. Faul an Apoſtle of 
Jeſus Chriſt by the Will of God, ta the Saints which 
71 : 7 | are 


Churches in Cities. 
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are at Epheſus, and-to the Faithful in Chriſt Jeſus, 


That the whole City of Epheſus were not Members 


of the Church,appears from the whole of that Epiſtle, 
eſpecially the fifth Chapter, where the Apoſtle de- 
ſcribes their Neighbours as very debauched People. 
We need only read the Beginning of each Epiſtle; to 
know the Characters of the Perſons who compoſed 
the firſt Churches. Thus, Rom. i. 7. To all that 
be at Rome, beloved of God, called Saints. Phil. 
i. 1. To all the Saints in Chriſt Jeſus which are at 


Philippi, with the Biſhops and Deacons ; where we ſee 


how many Orders of Office-hearers there were in the 


firſt Churches. Colof. i. 2. To the Saints and faithful 
Brethren in Chriſt, which are in Coloſſe. 2 Theſ. i. 1. 


Unto the Church of the Theſſalonians in God the 

Father, and in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Sat 2 
Theſe then were not National Churches, but 
It has been often pleaded, that there were a great 
many wrong Things in the Church of Corinth ; Who 
denys it? Yea, the very Deſign of the Apoſtle's wri- 
ting to them, was to rectify the Abuſes that were a- 
mong them. Though it is evidently a wrong Tranſ- 
lation to ſay, 1 Cor. xi. 21. One is hungry, and ano- 
ther is drunken. For any one who can read the New 


Teſtament in the Language it was firſt written in, 
will ſee, that it is the ſame Word which is tranſlated 
John ij. 10. And when Men have well drunk. The 
Word ſignifies, well refreſhed, while Men have kept 


within Bounds. And unleſs we will ſuppoſe our Lord 


working a Miracle to encourage Drunkenneſs, (which 
would be highly blaſphemous,) we cannot charge the 


Corinthians with it neither. The Senſe of that Paſ- 


fage in the Corinthians ſeems plainly to be this. The 


Apoſtle reproves the Members of that Church, for 


eating their Agape: or Love-feaſts aſide from their 


poor Brethren, for whoſe Sakes jt was chiefly deſign- 
ed, and exhorts them to eat them at home, and to 
. | my 
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let their poor Brethren partake with them : He alſo 


carefully diſtinguiſhes betwixt the Agape, and the 


Lord's Supper, which he immediately afterwards in- 
fiſts on. This has given occaſion to Men to bring 


the Church of Corinth as an Example for continuing 
in the Communion of an impure Church, with what 
good Reaſon I leave the Reader to judge. I would 
only aſk, If theſe Men can in their Conſciences ap- 
ply to their Church the Character which the Apoſtle 


Paul gives to the Church of Corinth? 1 Cor. i. 2. 


Unto the Church of God which is at Corinth, to 
them that are ſanctified in Chriſt Jeſus, called Saints. 
The Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt were Strangers to the 
Diſtinction which crept in afterwards, betwixt Chri- 
ſtians and Saints; though now SAINT is a Term of 
Reproach, while a Man would take it very ill, not 
® called a Chriſtian, . | 
Let us now take a View of the Church of Scot- 
land, as we obſerve it ourſelves, for it is needleſs 
to go to Books of Controverſy while we have a 
SURE RULE to walk by, and our Eyes in our 
Heads to ſee who are walking by that Rule. And 
if here I ſhould ſay Things which may give Of- 
fence, the only Apology I can make is, that if they 
are true, they need none, and if they are not, no 
Apology can atone for writing Lies. In the firſt 
Place, Do not your own Miniſters in their practical 
Improvements of Sermons, uſually diſtinguiſh their 
Congregations into two Claſſes or Sorts of Men, Be- 
lievers and Unbelievers? And do they nor ſay, That 
they have Ground to fear the Unbelievers make up 
the far greateſt Part of the Congregation? Yet, all 
theſe People are Members of the Church, or elle I 
| know not what they are. Now where do we read in 
the New Teſtament of an Apoſtle addreſſing a Church 
in this Manner ? 
I would next defire the People to read the Chara- 


| ters of a Biſhop, Elder, Overſeer, or Presbyter (for 


theſe are all Names to one and the ſame Office, as 
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any one that underſtands Greek may ſoon be con- 
vinced) I ſay, let them conſider theſe Characters as 

ou have them in the Word of God, by which we 
muſt all in a ſhort Time be judged; ſuch as, 1 Tim. 
i. chap. from the Beginning to the 8th ver. Titus i. 
5,—9. Ads xx. 28. and\then let them com- 
pare their own Teachers with theſe Characters, and 
1 dare ſay, they may very well pay back the Com- 

liment to them, and tell them, they have Ground 


from the Word of God to fear, that the moſt Part of 


them are not the Biſhops or Presbyters ſpoken of 
there. 


But it is no Wonder, for a National Church of Je- 


ſus Chriſt is a Contradiction in Terms. 


By the bye, we find in the Church of Epheſus 


there were more Biſhops than one in one City, as ap- 


pears plain from the xx. chap. of the Acts; for theſe 
very Elders of the Church of Epheſus, whom the 
Apoſtle ſent for to Miletus ver. 17. are called Biſhops 
in the 28. ver. for ſo it ſhould have been tranſlated, 
had it not been for Fear of offending the Biſhops in 
England at the Time of the Tranſlation. 

From the whole of what has been ſaid, I could 
defy any Man to ſhew me in the New Teſtament a 
Warrant for a National Church; there are no Church- 
es ſpoken of there as Churches of Chriſt, but the 
general Aſſembly and Church of the Firſt-born, 
which are written in Heaven, gathered out of all Na- 
tions, Kindreds, Tongues, and People; and then, Re- 
preſentations of that one catholick CHURCH in par- 
ticular Churches of Saints, walking together in bro- 
therly Love, and obſerving all Things whatſoever 
their Lord jeſus Chriſt hath commanded, continuing 
ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles Doctrine and Fellowſhip, 
and in breaking of Bread, and in Prayer. Such a 
Church with its Presbytery, is in its Diſcipline ſub- 
je& to no Juriſdiction under Heaven; neither can 
ſuch a Church interfere with the civil Magiſtrate's 

C 2 Power : 
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Power: For Chriſt's Kingdom is not of this World. 
And the Precepts of Chriſtianity with Reſpect to 
Subjection to the Powers that be, will make every 
Member of ſuch Churches quiet and peaceable Sub- 
jects, abhorring all Inſurrections againſ the State, un- 
der any Pretext what ſoe ver. 
Moreover, they are as living Stones built upon 
the Foundation of the Doctrine of the Apoſtles and 
Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief Cor- 
ner-Stone, in whom the whole Building fitly framed 
together, groweth unto a holy TEMPLE in the 
LORD: Such was the Church in the City of Ephe- 
ſus, who were builded for an Habitation of GOD 
through the SPIRIT, - Eph. ii. 20. to the End, It is 
objected to this, That theſe Things were in the In- 
fancy of the Churches. To this I anſwer, They 
were not indeed then grown up to the Stature of that 
MONSTER, the MAN of SIN, which did not come 


to a full Growth till more than four Hundred Years [ 


afterwards; but as true it is, that they were all com- 
ing in the Unity of the Faith, and of the Knowledge 
of the Son of God, unto a PERFECT MAN, unto 
the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt. 
It is then the Duty of theſe who would not be as 
Children, toſſed to and fro, and carried about with 
every Wind of Doctrine, by the Slight of Men, and 
cunning Craftineſs whereby they lie in wait to de- 
ceive, to come out of the Antichriſtian Societies, and 
join themſelves to the Churches of Chriſt, And it 
is the indiſpenſible Duty of theſe who are in the 
Churches, to be Followers of God as dear Children, 
walking in LOVE, keeping Conſciences void of Of— 
ence toward God, and toward Men. 

It is to ſuch Churches as theſe, the whole New 
Teſtament-Revelation is given ; for their Uſe it was 
deſigned ; ſo that I am no-ways ſurprized to hear 
Men ſay, the Revelation is a dark Book, for in the 
laſt chap. 16. ver. our Lord fays, I JESUS have ſent 
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mine Angel to teſtify unto you theſe Things in the 
Churches. And it is to them, that he appcars imme- 


diately before his ſecond Coming, as the BRIGHT 


and MORNING STAR. 


But how muſt theſe Churches do when | corrupt 


Teachers come in among them from among them- 
ſelves? The Apoſtle Paul in his farewei Speech to 
the Epheſian Biſhops tells us, how they were to be— 
have in this Caſe, which he likewiſe foretells would 


certainly happen; he does not indeed adviſe them 


to call aclaſſical Presbytery, nor a Synod, or National 
Aſſembly, that they might condemn theſe falſe Apo- 


ſtles, neither doth he bid them apply to the civil 


Magiſtrate to ſtop the Mouths of thele Gainſayers; 


but he ſays, And now Brethren, I commend you to 
GOD, and to the WORD of his GRACE, which is 


able to build you up, and to give you an Inheritance 
among all them which are ſanctified, Acts xx. 32. 
And ſo we find that Church commended for comply- 
ing with the Apoſtolick Exhortation, Rev. ii. 2. Thou 


W 


haſt tried them which ſay they are Apoſtles and are 


not, and haſt found them LIARS. 
And theſe Churches will always be expoſed to the 


Hatred and Contempt of the World, if they are 


faithful to Chriſt, and bold in the Profeſſion of his 
Name; for let the, World love a Man upon other Ac- 
counts as they pleaſe, they will never love 2 Man for 
being a Chriſtian. CHRIST was the Burr of the 
Devil's Malice from the Beginning, and all his faith- 


ful Diſciples are forewarned by him to lay their ac- 


count with the ſame Treatment he met with; and 
it well becomes them to follow the Captain of their 
Salvation who was made perfect thro' Sufferings: 
Little do the World conſider when they are perſecu- 
ting the People of God, that they are thereby ma- 


king them meet for Glory, and themſelves for utter 


Deſtruction and Perdition. It were an endleſs Taſk 
to ſhew all the Inſtances, wherein all National 
FE e Churches 
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vernment, all which I deny. 


3 1 Fs 
Churches have departed from the Pattern ſhown in 
the New Teſtament. = | 

The Advocates for the Church of Scotland main- 
tain, that it is pure in its Doctrine, Worſhip, and Go- 

The Doctrine preached in the Church of Scotland 
muſt be the Rule and Standard of our Judgment in 
this Affair; for it is no Matter though the Confeſſion 
of Faith ſhould be allowed to be ſound in doctrinal 
Points, if theſe who pretend to be. Teachers of Chri- 


ſtianity, can be proved to be Perverters of the Do- 


ctrines contain'd in the Scriptures, which are the on- 
ly infallible Touchſtone of all Doctrines. 
That they are ſo, might be made appear in many 


\ Inſtances. Not to mention theſe who go upon the 


Shaftsburian Scheme, and negle& the very Baſis of 


Chriſtianity, I mean the juſtifying Righteouſneſs of 


Jeſus Chriſt, it is to be feared that theſe who are com- 
monly thought Orthodox, are not ſo very tight upon 
that Point as could be wiſh'd: For, what do they 
mean by theſe Mints and Endeavours, which muſt be 
put forth by us in coming to Chriſt, theſe Frames 


and Diſpoſitions of Heart which we muſt find about 


us, or wrought in us? I take all this to be a Seltf- 
n Labour, ſeeking to eſtabliſh a Righteouſneſs 
of our own, not conſidering, that what muſt ſave vs 


(if ever we be ſaved) is ſomething entirely without 
vs, even the perfect Obedience and Sufferings of je- 


ſus Chriſt, which he finiſhed on the Croſs, when he 
bowed his Head, and gave up the Ghoſt. Do not we 
frequently hear Directions of this kind, “ If you 


could ſtretch forth the withered Hand like the Man 
in the Goſpel.” Now they miſtake that Paſſage, who 
imagine that the Man's ſtretching forth his Hand was 


a Preparative to his Cure; for it was as impoſſible for 


the Man. to ſtretch forth his Hand, as it was for La- 


Zarus to ariſe out of the Grave, until the Lord Je- 


ſus commanded them both, and in the very Mo- 


ment 


abſur 


E233 
ment put forth his almighty Power. effecting that 
which he commanded. Thus it is with withered 
dead Sinners, we can do every Thing to deſtroy our- 
ſelves, but nothing to help ourſelves, and it is as 

q to exhort Men who are dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins, to put forth Deſires or Endeayours, or Mints, 
in order to their Coming to Chriſt, as it would be, to 
exhort a dead Corpſe to try Endeavours to ariſe and 
walk. The Goſpel commands us to believe, that all 
that is neceſſary for our Salvation is done already, 
and the whole Obedience of the Goſpel is only a 
Tribute of Praiſe to Jeſus Chriſt for what he hath. 
done. When we look into the Sermons of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, we find the Doctrines of Self-deni- 
al, patient Bearing of the Croſs, and Alms-giving 
much inſiſted on, as the very firſt Leſſons of Chriſtia- 
nity. Again, we find Men every where cautioning a- 
gainſt Covetouſneſs, laying up Treaſures on Earth, 
loving the World, or the Things in the World. We 
are told, That the Friendſhip of the World is Enmi- 
ty with God. Whoſoever therefore will be a Friend 
of the World, is the Enemy of God, Jam. iv. 4. 

But when do we hear theſe Truths of God inſiſt- 
ed on, and preſſed home upon the Conſcience in the 
Church of Scotland? When do we hear Miniſters dif- 
ſuading their Hearers from laying up Treaſures on 
Earth? Do they not rather imitate their Predeceſſors 
the Phariſees, in deriding our Lord's Doctrine about 
Covetouſneſs? Do they not lead the Van in an e- 
ger Purſuit of the good Things (as they call them) 
of this Life? What Foundation have they in the 
New Teſtament for taking Stipends from theſe who 
are not Members of their Church, and do not ſub- 


mit to their Miniſtry ? 1990s 


But the Falſity and Weakneſs of their Arguments 
on this Head, are moſt clearly ſhown by Mr. John 
Milton in his Book entituled, Conſiderations touch- 
ing the likelieſt Means to remove Hirelings out of 


the Church, reprinted at Edinburgh in the Year 
1736. to which it is needleſs to add. And Iacknow- 
ledge, I have ſo little Charity for moſt Clergy-men, 
that I believe, a good fat Stipend has more weight with 
them, than any Arguments that can be produced 
from the Word of-GOD. So true. is the Character 
of theſe Teachers which the Spirit of God deſcribes 
in the Scripture ; for which Purpoſe read Matth. vii. 
15,—21. John x. 10,—13.. Acts xx. 29, 30. 


Rom. xvi. 1 8. A pet, li. 1, 3. I might pro- 


duce many more Scriptures, wherein our preſent Rab- 
bies might ſee themſelves as in a Mirror, but theſe 
_ hall eie at the iw. FRY 
Neither is it any Anſwer to this, to ſay, That there 
are ſtill good and godly Men in the Church of Scot- 
land; for the ſame Thing may be. affirmed of the 
Church of England, yea, of the Church of Rome; 
ſo that if it is not a good Argument in the one Caſe, 
neither is it in the other. e A og | 
As I deſign no Reflections on any particular 
Clergy-man, ſo I know none will take any Thing 
I have ſaid amiſs, but theſe who know in their own 
Conſciences they are guilty ; ſo that if they are of- 
| fended, the Rule is, Let them alone: They be blind 
Leaders of the blind, and if the blind lead the blind, 
both ſhall fall into the Ditch, Matth. xv. 14. ' _ 
I proceed now to conſider the Worſhip of the 
Church of Scotland, and here I obſerve plain Omiſ- 
ſions of the inſtituted Worſhip under the New Teſta- 
Ment. 1 Ty Ly } 
. The beſt Directory for Worſhip and Government, 
is certainly the Practice of the firſt Chriſtian Church- 
es, and the more I look into Directories for Worſhip, 
Confeſſions of Faith, Catechiſms, Books of Diſci- 
pline, Liturgies, Books of common Prayer, and all 
theſe Contrivances of Clergy-men, for modelling the 
Church of Chriſt, and its Doctrine, Worſhip, Go- 
vernment, and Diſcipline, the more uſeleſs and per- 
. nicious 


niclous J ſee them to be. The Beriptures are plainet 
purer, and more ſuited to a vulgar Capacity, than 
any of theſe trifling Coripoſures. 7, © 
Now we find the firſt Chriſtians aſſembled together 


on the firſt Day of the Week; to break Bread in the 


Lord's Supper: So that the ſame Example gives Au- 
thority to our pattaking of that Ordifiance every firſt 
Day of the Week, which authoriſes our keeping the 
Lord's Day. Yet we find the Miniſters of the Church 


of Scotland aſſembling every Lord's Day with their 


Pariſhes for Preaching, and only once in the Year, 
perhaps once in two Years, for the Lord's Supper: 
and truly the ſeldomer, the better, as ſhall be made 
Adly, There is another groſs Omiſſion of the New 

Teſtament Worſhip in the Church of Scotland, con- 
trary even to their ow Books of Diſcipline, Book I. 
Chap. xi. Sect. 6. and that is, The not- reading of the 


Holy Scriptures in Publick. 1 own indeed the Smor- 


ter Catechiſm ſeems to give ſome Countenance to 
this Neglect, when it ſays, © The Spirit of God ma- 
„ keth the Reading, but eſpecially the Preaching of 


„the Word, an effectual Mean of convincing and 


„ converting Sinners,” Ke. ITE, Too 

But I could never yet hear any of their Diſcourſes, 
that were worthy to_be compared with the Sermons 
of Chriſt arid his Apoſtles; tho' I have been enter- 
tained with their Preachings for Hours together; 
whereas the Scriptures ate never read, but only a 
{mall Portion for a Lecture, and a Verſe or two for 
a Sermon. Thus they make the Practice of the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians of none Effet through their Tra- 


There is another Ordinance of the Goſpel, fo much 
neglected in the Church of Scotland, that I very 
much doubt, if many of their Profeſſors know it to 
be a Duty, and that is, the Fellowſhip or Commu- 


nication. We ſee the Church of Jeruſalem conti- - 


nued 


NN F 6 ] 
nued ſtedfaſtly in this Ordinance, as well as the reſt 
of the Inſtitutions. | 0 
Will any Man after this aſſert, That the Worſni 
of the Church of Scotland is pure, when ſo many el. 


ſential Parts of the New Teſtament Worſhip are quite 
negleted?  _ | 


* 
\ 
- 


And here, once for all, I deſire it may be noticed, 
that I make no Difference betwixt the Church of 
Scotland and the SECEDERS. I know their whole 
Affair from the Beginning of it, and I always was of 
the Opinion, That they are a Party of thiz WORLD, 

graſping at the POWER of perſecuting thele who 
differ from them; ſo that I would like as ill to be un- 
der their Government in the Church, as under a Ja- 
cobite Government in the State, both which I ab- 

—— 15. cs B 
The Diſcipline and Government of the Church of 

Scotland is ſuch a Medley of Conſuſion, and ſuch a 
| burleſque Imitation of the civil Courts, as has very 
juſtly expoſed their Judicatures to the Ridicule of all 
thinking Men. We ſee in Matth. xviii. 15.—20. 
how a Church of Jeſus Chriſt is to behave in the Af- 
fair of Offences, and how every private Member is to 
deal with a treſpaſſing Brother: But to practiſe this 
in the Church of Scotland would be an arduous Taſk 
indeed! I am afraid if a Member of that Church 
ſhould ſeriouſly ſet himſelf to deal with every Brother 
that he ſees trampling on the Laws of Chriſt, he 
would have little Time for any Thing elſe; ſo juſtly 

is Antichriſt called BABYLON or Confuſion. ' 

I know there have been Attempts made ſbr purging 
the Communicants, even in Towns, by bringing Liſts 
of them, who wanted Tokens, to be laid before the 
Kirk-ſeſhon, *' But when particular Perſons came to 

de named, as guilty of Immoralities, the Seſſion 

could not agree about Debaring them; and no Won- 
der, for, in excluding them, they would have tacitly 
acknowledged, that they themſelves deſerved ow 

29 AL | 


* 


Eo Y- HY 
fame Treatment, ſeeing it is notourly known, that 
Members of Kirk-ſeſſions are guilty of the ſame 

Crimes with private Pariſhioners. ' I do think, if Pur- | 
gation was in earneſt deſign'd, it ſhould always begin 
at the Clergy; for I am perſuaded very few even of 
them have any Right to that Ordinance. 1 8 
Neither could I ever ſee any Sincerity or Conſi- 
ſtency in that Form in the Church of SCOTLAND, of 
Fencing the Tables: For they cannot poſſibly be s 
norant, that they have given Tokens to Men of theſe 
| very Characters, which they excommunicate in their 
| Speech before the Sacrament. And I have thought 
| it a moſt ſhocking Thing to ſee Men of the moſt a- 
bandon'd Characters fitting at the Lord's Table, yea 
ſuch as bare à mortal Grudge at each other. So 


* 


{ that, whatever ſolemn Diſcourſes are made upon theſe 
a Occaſions, I can look upon the whole of that Cere- 
mony as nothing but a ſolemn MOCKING of GOD. 
U Are not many admitted, who are utter Strangers to 
5 the Profeſſion or Practice of Chriſtianity? What 
2 Profeſſion do they make, and what are the Qualifica- 
to tions deſired by their Miniſters? None, but anſwer- 
is ing a few Queſtions perhaps out of the Catechiſms, 
K or ſome ſuch Things as a Child can repeat by Rote. 
ch They never appear to have been prick'd to the Heart 1 
er for Sin, nor taught of GOD to believe in the LORD . 
he JESUS CHRIST. And ſo it is ſeen in their Practice; 
tly ſor, r for a ſew Days before and after the Sac i- | 
MENT, Idefy the moſt quick · ſighted Obſerver to know 

ing any Difference betwixt the Bulk of the Communt- 
iſts CANTS and the reſt of the Congregation. However 
the then Miniſters may doctrinally debar ſuch Perſons, 
00 yet while they practically admit them, theſe People 
don muſt think, their Teachers have a beiter Opinion of 

F them than they pretend, and ſo their Practice contra- 


dicting their Doctrine, the whole Deſign of it muſt 
neceſſarily be defeated, while Men are the more har- 

dened in their Atheiſm and Wickedneſs. I need add 

= 9 2 nothing 


* C1 26 
nued ſtedfaſtly in this Ordinance, as well as the reſt 
of the Inſtitutions. _ | | 


* 
x 


Will any Man after this aſſert, That the Worthir 
of the Church of Scotland is pure, when ſo many of 
ſential Parts of the New Teſtament Worſhip are quite 
%% e 
And here, once for all, I deſire it may be noticed, 
that I make no Difference betwixt the Church of 
Scotland and the SECEDERS. I know their whole 
Affair from the Beginning of it, and I always was of 
the Opinion, That they are a Party of this WORLD, 
graſping at the POWER of perſecuting thele who 
differ from them; ſo that I would like as ill to be un- 
der their Government in the Church, as under a Ja- 
cobite Government in the State, both which I ab- 
The Diſcipline and Government of the Church oſ 
Scotland is ſuch a Medley of Confuſion, and ſuch a 
burleſque Imitation of the civil Courts, as has ver 
juſtly expoſed their Judicatures to the Ridicule of all 
thinking Men. We ſee in Matth. xviii. 15,—20. 
how a Church of Jeſus Chriſt is to behave in the Af- 
fair of Offences, and how every private Member is to 
deal with a treſpaſſing Brother: But to practiſe this 
in the Church of Scotland would be an arduous Taſk 
indeed! Iam afraid if a Member of that Church 
ſhould ſeriouſly ſet himſelf to deal with every Brother 
that he ſees trampling on the Laws of Chriſt, he 
would have little Time for any Thing elſe; ſo juſtly 
is Antichriſt called BABYLON or Confuſion. ' 
1 know there have been Attempts made for purging 
the Communicants, even in Towns, by bringing Liſts 
ol them, who wanted Tokens, to be laid before the 
 Kirk-ſeſſion, * But when particular Perſons came to 
be named, as guilty of Immoralities, the Seſſion 
could not agree about Debaring them; and no Wopn- 
der, for, in excluding them, they would have tacitly 
acknowledged, that they themſelves deſerved — 
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fame Treatment, ſeeing it is notourly known, that 
Members of Kirk- ſeſſions are guilty of the ſame 


Crimes with private Pariſhioners. ' I do think, if Pur- | 


gation was in earneſt deſign'd, it ſhould always begin 

at the Clergy ; for I am perſuaded very few even of 

them have any Right to that Ordinance. 5 
Neither could I ever ſee any Sincerity or Conſi- 


ſtency in that Form in the Church of SCOTLAND, of 


Fencing the Tables: For they cannot poſſibly be 


je- 
norant, that they have given Tokens to Men of thef. 


very Characters, which they excommunicate in their 
Speech before the Sacrament. And I have thought 
it a moſt ſhocking Thing to ſee Men of the moſt a- 


| bandon'd Characters fitting at the Lord's Table, yea 


ſuch as bare à mortal Grudge at each other. So 
that, whatever ſolemn Diſcourſes are made upon theſe 
Occaſions, I can look upon the whole of that Cere- 
mony as nothing but a ſolemn MOCKING of GOD. 


Are not many admitted, who are utter Strangers to 


the Profeſſion or Practice of Chriſtianity? What 


Profeſſion do they make, and what are the Qualifica- 


tions deſired by their Minifters? None, but anſwer- 
ing a few Queſtions perhaps out of the Catechiſms, 
or ſome ſuch Things as a Child can repeat by Rote. 
They never appear to have been prick'd to the Heart 
for Sin, nor taught of GOD to believe in the LORD 
JESUS CHRIST. And fo it is ſeen in their Practice; 


for, except for a ſew Days before and after the Sacra- 


MENT, I defy the moſt quick · ſighted Obſerver to know 


any Difference betwixt the Bulk of the Communt- | 
- CANTs and the reſt of the Congregation. However 


then Miniſters may doctrinally debar ſuch Perſons, 


yet while they practically admit them, theſe People 
muſt think, their Teachers have a better Opinion of 
them than they pretend, and ſo their Practice contra- 
dicting their DocTainE, the whole Deſign of it muſt 
neceſſarily be defeated, while Men are the more har- 
dened in their Atheiſm and Wickedneſs. I need add 
v2 | nothing 
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nothing about Baptiſm, ſeeing if they are lax in ad. 
mitting to the Lord's Supper, they go beyond all 
. © Bounds of Deceney in admitting to Baptiſm. . 
Again, Why is the whole Fury of their Diſcipline 
Fr nt upon proſecuting unclean Perſons? - 1 am far 
from thinking that Fornication or Adultery. are ve- 
nial Sins for the New Teſtament aſſures me, that they 
exclude from the Kingdom of Heaven: But do not 
- Covetoulneſs, Extortion, Drunkenneſs, and all tho 
other Works of the Fleſh the ſame? Is a covetous 
Wretch, who hath ſcrap'd together Riches thro' Un- 
mercifulneſs to the Poor, and cheating the Govern- 
ment of their Tribute, I ſay, is ſuch a Perſon les guil · 
ty in the Sight of God than a Fornicator or an Adul- 
terer? I am ſure he is not. But ſuch a Man is an 
uſeſul Member af civil Society. So he may be, but 
a Chriſtian he is not. How often do we hear Folk 
- faying, He is an honeſt Man, but very narrow, and 
| Fannot part with his Money to the Poor? Would 
it not be as agreeable to the Ward of God to ſay, He 
is an honeſt Man, but keeps a Whore? But it is 
needleſs to rake any more into the Corruptions of an- 
tichriſt. Every Man's Obſervatian will furniſh him 
with Abundance af Inſtances. And the Call of God 
to all his People at this Day is, COME OUT of her, 
my PEOPLE, that ye be not Partakers of her Sins, 
and that ye receive not of her Plagues, Rev. xviii. 4. 


A Short Appzzzss to the Mopzan Deisrs. | 
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4 F it might not be thought Preſumption in me to 
1 offer any Thing to the Conſideration of Perſons of 
your Knowledge, I would ſpeak ſome few Things to 
you likewiſe : But as I cannot pretend to know what 

| Lengths your Scheme is come yet, ar whether indeed 
„„ op, > | Je 
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ye have any regular Scheme of Principles at all, 1 den | 
| 7 ask a few Queltiogs for my Information, ” NG 
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I. Are ye all unanimouſly agreed, That that Part tof 1 
you which thinks (for I muſt not call it a Soul) is 
nothing elſe but a little Wind or Vapour, which dies 

immediately with the Body? If it is not, What cer- | 

tain Proofs do ye bring, that your Puniſhment ſhalt 
wand? erna; for I ſcarce think ye op a Re- 
we Fog 


I. Do e al bak nliove, that there never was . 
ſuch a Dog ON as JESUS CHRIST? Particularly, can 1 
e prove, that there did not live, in the Reign of Ti- | Y 
us and his Succeffors, ſuch Men as Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John, who have tranſmitted to us | 
the Hiſtory of his Birth, Life, Death, Reſurrection 
and Aſcenſion? If fo, then pray inform me, at 
what Time this Book, called the New Tvmeat, 
was Written, and by whom: 


m. Do ye think it reaſonable, aid 06 3 
the Rules of Prudence in other Matters, to remain 
indifferent as io theſe Things * which your eter. 
_ Condition Wee 


1v. Doth it never raiſe a Suſpi icion of Wo Wai 
nefs.and Wickedneſs of your Cluſe, when you heat 
of the Death of any of your Comrades dying in An- 
guiſh and Deſpair? What js it that affrights them 
at that Time? Cannot a Reflection on their paſt 
Life give them Eaſe and Quiet of Mind? I always 
think, that it is the beſt Religion which gives a Man 
Joy and Pence in' the near Proſpect of Death. 1 
have been acquainted with Deiſts, Men of more 
true Wit and Learning, than any of that Way T 
know of now, who had quite different Sentiments in 
the near r View: of Death, and would have given "he 55 

88 
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the World for an porn to ſhew their Repen- 
tance of their paſt Life, | 

What is it, that makes their Courage fail, when 
they ſtand moſt in need of it? Lo. 
I have known Chriſtians again, who looked Death 
in the Face with undaunted Courage. What was it 
that encouraged theſe People? Not indeed any Con- 
. dence in themſelves, but in what Jeſus Chriſt hath 
done for Sinners; ſo that ſome of them have died 
bleſſing. God, who had determined them to truſt him, 
and others ſinging at their laſt Gaſp, O Death where 
is thy Sting ? | 8 8 a 
Facts are very ſtubborn Things, and will not yield 
to vain Reaſoning. I know all this is aſcribed, on the 
one Hand, to Cowardice, and, on the other, to En- 
thuſiaſm, but happy were it for us all to be thus en - 
. CY 5 


V. How come ye to a Certainty, that God never 
revealed himſelf to any of his Creatures in an extraor- 
dinary Way? How comes it to paſs, that the Jews 
io this Day remain a diſtin&t People from all other 
Nations on the Face of the Earth ? | 


Why do theſe People remain as living Witneſſes 
to the Truth of a Revelation, which they pretend 
came from God, though at the ſame Time 3 re- 
ject him, for whole Sake that Revelation was given 

them? What Author ſince the earlieſt Records of 
Time has proved the Jews to have been Impoſtors, 


in pretending to have received an immediate Reve- 
lation from God? | 


VI. Whence is it, that the Things foretold in the 
Scriptures have fallen out exactly as they were pre · 
| dicted, though often a great Diſtance of Time inter- 
veen'd betwixt the Prophecy and the Accompliſh- 
ment, as is evident to any one verſant in Hiſtory ? 


39 „4 


The Chriſtian Religion is conſiſtent with itſelf. 
and eaſily accounts for this. Thus Jeſus Chriſt tells | 
the Jews, The Scriptures cannot be broken: He | 
tells his Diſciples, when he was propheſying the De · | 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the End of the World, | . 
with the preceding Signs of his ſecond Coming, / 
Matth. xxiv. FE 5. Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, | 
but my Words ſhall not paſs away. Jeruſalem was | 
; deſtroyed as he foretold. Antichriſt came to his | 
Throne as the Apoſtles and Prophets foretold. He 1 
is now in a Conſumption by the Spirit of Chriſt's | 
Mouth, and what remains now, but that he ſhall be 
deſtroyed with the Brightneſs of his Coming? - And 
as ſure as Jeruſalem was overthrown by a moſt bloody 
and. tragical Deſtruction, ſo ſure ſhall we ſee this 
World andall the Works thereof burnt up. And e- 
very Chriſtian ought-to lift up his Head for Joy, for 
his Redemption draweth nigh. The Signs of Chriſt's 
ſecond Coming are viſibly falling at this Day. No 
doubt there were as pretty ingenious Gentlemen in 
Noah's Days as there are now. How ridiculous muſt 
it have appeared to them, to ſee a Man building a 
Veſſel for failing, - to provide againſt a Flood? How | 
would they laugh at him, when they ſaw him fo 
anxious, 120 Years before it happened, preparing a- 
gainſt (what wovld appear to them) an imaginary 
Danger? The World was as ſecure and unconcerned 
hen as it is now. They did eat, they drank, they 
married Wives, and were given in Marriage, until 
the very Day that Noah entered into the Ark, and 
the Flood came and deſtroyed them all. So ſhall the 
Coming of the Son of Man be, Matth xxiv. 38, 39 
Luke xvii. 26, 77. Te” 
Thus likewiſe was it with Sodom and Gomorrah, 
and the Cities which God deſtroyed with them. 
When Lot told his Sons in Law the very Night be- 
fore it happened, that the Lord would deſtroy that 
City, he leemed to them as one that mocked. 14. 
N 0 ' would, 
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would; do doubt, think their Father in Law was 
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donn delirious: And when they ſaw the Sun riſe 


next Morning as uſual, and every Body employed 
as they were wont to be, they would be ready to 
ask at Lot, What was become of his Threatnitigs 
now? But what a terrible Surprize was it, when, all 
of a ſudden, the Lord rained upon Sodom and Go- 
morrah Brimſtone and Fire from the Lord out of 


Heaven, and overthrew theſe Cities, and all the Plain, 
and all the Inhabitants of the Cities, and that which 


w upoti the Ground. EVEN THUS it ſhall be 
4 the Day, when the SON of MAN is revealed, 
Luke xvii. 30. offs drier eee 
Now the Apoſtle Peter tells us, That God, turning 


| the Cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into Aſhes, con- 


demned them with an Overthrow, making them an 
Enſample unto theſe, that after ſhould live ungodly, 
So fays the Apoſtle Jude, Even as Sodom and Go- 
morrah, and the Cities about them, giving thetnſelves 
over to Fornication, and going after ſtrange Fleſh, 


ance of eternal Fire, 2 Pet. ii. 6. Jude vil 


And to conclude, Our bleſſed Lord, who is the 
faithful Witneſs, tells his Diſciples, Matth. x. 14,15. 
Whoſdever ſhall not receive you, ner hear yout 
Words, when ye depart out of that Houſe or City, 
ſhake off the Duſt of your Feet: Verily I ſay unto 
you; it thall be more tolerable for the Land of Sodom 


and Gomorrah in the Day of Judgment than for that 
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